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SOMB RECONSTRUCTIVE DETAILS IN GREEK

ERIC P. HAMP

In the long known history of Greek we are fortunate in being able to recover
many instructive situations for the study of mechanisms, regularities, and
range of linguistic phenomena.

1. Greek medial obstruent clusters in final dental

I provided sufficient examples of morphologically generated consonant clus-
ters to sustain my argument in f)"aood"oy(n (Glossologia) 7-8, 1988-89, 8-9
and 10. However, that account was in this respect deficient; it is of interest to
see the full range of such clusters as they have descended from Indo-European.
In consulting the standard handbooks I do not find a complete or satisfying
account of these clusters. It is our purpose to display here synchronically for

Classical Greek a set of indubitable examples of reflexes of base-final conso-
nants preceding dental suffixes to complete the account. In each case, to
demonstrate the synchronic status of the cluster source, we pair with the clus-
ter example a specimen of the base not similarly clustered. Such cluster combi-
nations should always be exemplified in complete sets to show the range of
possibilities.

*k: &l,extulg "cock" : d'),xl (dat.), d,l,xn "defence"
k: ff,-8egxrog "blind" : 66gxopnr,, b€Oogxc, "look at", 6go,xo)v -ovr-, Skt.

{drs-
p: p),entog "worth seeing" : f3l,6nol "look"

x)"€nu6 "thief", x),6ntgr,c "theft" : xLtnrtli., €xl,crnnv "steal", xl,6nog

(neut.), xl.onog, Goth. hlifan,Eng.(shopflift -+ x)"onetig, xl.oni, x\o-

Jrlog, x],onupaiog

t: "rrlo"toE "embroidered", x6orgog "kind of arrow" : xevt6c,r "poke",ltovroE

"poker, pole"

&-6cotog "undivided" : 6o.t6o;.ro[ "divide"

g: orrxrog "branded, spotted": oti,ypc, ottyprl, ot[[ol "prick", German
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stechen, Stich, Osset. sttfyn / sty$d, tT! "edge, corner", cyr! "sharp"

< *tig-ra-

!: gexqg "agent": 6gyov "work", 696ol, QdLot, Arm. Sorc
&xtrog "leader" : d,yor, Lat. ag6, Arm. acem,Indic. 6iami

b: ortfiTog "trodden": ote(3rrl "tread", otor,prl "plug", otul3aqog "dense,

packed", Armen. stipem "press", s/ep "frequent"

d: cpeuotfov "one must spare": cpel8opau "spare"

? peotog "full": Goth. mitan "messen"
g*: osJrrog "holy" e ospvoE : o6l3opcu "feel awe",

vr,ntrlq "basin", ta vintga "washing water"
: X6gvi[3eg "purifications with holy water", 16qvil3(ei)ov "hand basin"

gh: )"txrpov "couch", OHG lehtar "afterbirth", Lat. lectus "bed"

: ).6Xog (neut.) "bed", ),oXoE (masc.) "lair", Slovene l6ga "deposit",

Czech poloha "position",loZe "bed, lair", leZeti "to lie"

!h: Emcilg "Halter", ExxL'rt6g, d,-oletog "irresistible": 61trr, 6lo, o1elv, io1ur,
bh: 0am6ov "one must bury" : tacpog "burial"

We have thus drawn on the following bases:
*k* pek*-
k Huelk-
k dek -, derK-
p klep-, g*lep-
g* bheg*-, tiegw-, nig*-
g (s)teg-, bheHo g-, steig-

E heE-, ure!-
b steib-
g*h dheg*h-
gh legh-

Eh sefh-
bh dhrebh-, dh(e)mbh-
t dHat-, kent-
d bheid-, ?med-
dh g*endh-

2. On parsimony in reconstruction

I have discussed elsewherer the mechanisms and status of the regularities in

1. Acts of the 2nd lnternational Congress on Greek Linguistics - 2o Ar,e0v6E )uv66gto
El.l"rlvrxt1g fl,trloool"oyi,aE, Salzburg 22- 24 Sept. 1995.
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Mediaeval and Modern Greek whereby there is a sandhi replacement, when

final (Auslaut) and initial (Anlaut) vowels adjoin within a phrase, resulting in

the emergence (in surface or underlying form) of either Anlaut zero-syllabic or

Anlaut vowel, and in the latter result the "stronger" of the two original vowels

according to a gradation of feature strength, expressed in ordered application:

l .

2.

backl

high I
low I

giving, besides zero, the following surface outputs:

I u # I

/

Within this framework the Modern Greek lcrcpvou "suddenly, unexpectedly"
furnishes an instructive lesson. K. Dieterich long ago (IF 16,10) provided the
essence of the source of this expression2: *facpvoO, genitive of facpvog < the
ancient [Greek] phrase 6l clcpvxg. In detail, however, this derivation is both
inaccurate and in violation of parsimony.

Under the entry focpvr,xog in EAKN more information is coded in the form
of 6focpvc, i.e. with -a which might explain the medial -a-. However the full
explanation is not overtly given, and might easily escape the unprepared read-
er. Thus the presentation of Andriotis remains insufficiently explanatory.

The full derivation must be as follows: 6E oicpvng > [exg 6cpvug] + eE + (rc)
6cpva + sE + (r)acpva, I o3 > ef + ccpvou + fccpv-ou -) DERIVATIVES, includ-
ing (from e[-acpvcr) &,facpva, (EAKN, 1713). This sequence, I see, will supple-
ment the account of ANE| (1998) by specifying the various mechanisms.

No shifts of the accent are necessary. Gender change, outcome with the
strong vowel, output with zeroing of r- are all normal. The conservation of the

2. Summarized by N. IL 'Av6gr.rrlrl, 'Erupol"oyr.xo Aeluxo rfrE KorvfrE Neoel.l,r;vr,xfrg,
'A0tva 1951,166$.

3. d,gvrrr is attested by E. Legrand's Nouyeau dictionnaire grec modeme frangais, and 6fdcp-
vnE for Mediaeval Greek.

t + o
\ /

c t l
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genitive case validates the continuity of our locution, which is what language
as a social institution implies.

3. On the divergence of a lexeme

The Greek language has been notably conservative in the preservation of word
shapes, in the continuity of syllables and of consonants over the past three mil-
lennia. It is therefore interesting to note how even in such a language the fates
of mildly differing allomorphs can bring about startlingly dissimilar results.

Even after some millennia Armenian ef em and Classical Greek 6qror / h6psQ/
"I cook" had not diverged to an unrecognizable degree, especially considering
the differences often encountered in the surface shapes of cognates in these
two languages.

It is striking then to consider the progeny of €Unool / hepspso L the future
formation of Epo:, which gave rise in Mediaeval Greek to a new present Vnvrtl
/pspnQ/ > /psino/, with perfectly routine sandhi apocope of the initial vowel.
The regular participle, or verbal adjective, to this formation then turns out to
be Er.l,rntov /hepsgt6n/ (neuter) > Vnto /psito/ "roasted". I note that nNEf
(1998) s.v. rl.rrlvcrl is disquited ragarding the relation of Armenian ef emto Etpol
EUn-. I believe there is no problem. Arm. e1- would reflect lE *sep-H-, a set
base (with a laryngeal extention, a phenomenon recognized by the Hindus);
€rp- would be IE- *sep-s-, perhaps with a desiderative -s-.

The old verbal adjective to Erpor /h6psQ/ was €cp0og /hepth6sl <*lhepst6s/.
This lived on to become Modern Greek 6cprog loftosl "grilled"+. The deve-
lopment is regular for the consonants, and the initial sandhi replacement by o-
is routine.

Thus the modern psi-t6 and of-t6-s are simply divergences of old allo-
morphs, with the one extended by a syllabified element, somewhat like English
a stone wall vs. a stony beach. But such a subtle distinction is long past in these
Greek forms.

E. P. Hamp

4. This explanation does not seem to appear in the handbooks. ANET (1998) writes the
headword ont6E; the cluster xpkw is not at all assured, and the o remains unexplained.


